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influenced the decision of the Privy Council to send for
Sebastian Cabot from Spain, as was done in the first year of the
reign of Edward VI. Admiral Seymour, however, who for a
time superseded Warwick, had no use for Cabot's services, and
the old man retired to Bristol until after Seymour's execution
in 1549. Warwick then resumed office and at once brought
Cabot to the notice of Protector Somerset1, who arranged for
him to be summoned to London. There he arrived in the
summer of the same year, and his activities at once became the
subject of diplomatic reports to Spain, with the consequence
that the Emperor used ever}' effort to induce him to return,
efforts which he very skilfully evaded, while taking care not to
give any positive refusal.
In November, 1549, Warwick appointed Roger Barlow to be
Vice-Admiral of the coast for Pembrokeshire2 and this fact, only
just brought to light by a careful search among the uncalendared
records of the High Court of Admiralty, may be the basis of
the statement in the Wotton MS. that he Svas made Vice-
Admiral under the Lord Seymour'. It is, of course, possible
that Warwick's commission was simply a re-appointment, but
the fact remains that Barlow was now a man of mark, a man
enjoying the confidence of the Lord High Admiral.
Charles V's peremptory demand, made in January 1550, that
his chief pilot should return, caused Cabot to declare in an
interview with the Ambassador Van der Delft that a million
was at stake on his being able to give his Majesty some secret
information. At a later interview he declared that he would
incur Warwick's anger by his willingness to serve the Emperor,
and the Ambassador in his report to his master (loth April,
1550) writes: 4I arn not sure what to make of it: but possibly
one might be led to suspect or believe, both because of the
detention of the said Cabot, and because of their wish to
attract men of his sort, that these people, who have plenty of
1 Calendar of State Papers, Spanish: letters of Van der Delft to the
Emperor, May to July, 1549.
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